Turning a Weakness into a Strength
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Isn’t it time you
got a mobile
phone?

People totally immersed in convenience grow weak

Considering the Benefit
of Inconvenience

But I’ve never felt
inconvenienced by
not having one…

People have long loathed inconvenience. But isn’t it possible that a certain kind of joy can be obtained
from inconvenience itself, from the fact that something requires a little extra effort? What do humans
have to offer as a result of their pursuit of efficiency? This conversation between Hiroshi Kawakami and
Toshihiro Hiraoka, researchers in the “benefit of inconvenience,” or Fuben-Eki, attempts to reaffirm the
appeal behind the benefits surrounding inconvenience.
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controls.
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This is not just nostalgia
for
the “good old days.”

A talented group comes
together
to study Fuben-Eki

K: That said, it’s not easy coming up
with a new Fuben-Eki system. That’s
why one of our students devised these
Fuben-Eki cards. They consist of two
types: 12 Fuben-Eki Principle cards
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