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Yumehibiki Barrel-Finished Premium Plum Wine

Yumehibiki, a Premium Plum Wine 
From Oyama-machi, Where Plums are Prized

Hita City, Oita Prefecture
P l u m  w i n e  o f  O h y a m a - m a c h i

Photos (Left page)/Text: Yuko Iida   Photos (Right page): Satoru Naito

● Inquiries:  Hibiki-no-Sato, 4587 Nishi-Oyama, Oyama-machi, Hita City, Oita Prefecture  Tel. 0973-52-3000

 　Oyama-machi is a small town 
nestled among forested mountains in 
the city of Hita, in Oita Prefecture. 
This hilly region, with almost no flat 
land, is naturally poorly suited to rice 
production. This is why, since around 
1960, the entire town has worked 
hard to promote the cultivation of 
plum and chestnut trees. With the 
government mainly concerned with 
promoting rice production, the town 
came up with a clever slogan for their 
efforts—“Plant plums and chestnuts 
and let’s all go to Hawaii!”—which 
proved successful. Farm income grew, 
and today Oyama-machi is known for 
having the highest ratio of passport 
holders in all of Japan. This initiative 
set the precedent for the “one town, 
one product” movement that was to 
follow. 
 　Since that time, Oyama-machi has 
continued to focus on producing fine 
quality plums. While this work has 
included upgraded technology, the 
town also developed a unique 
composting material utilizing the rich 
resources available from the 

surrounding forests. With healthy 
earth to grow in, the plum trees send 
out strong branches and roots, 
warding off disease and pests. This is 
also why levels of pesticide use have 
naturally fallen off over time. 
 　Today, the plum trees which the 
townspeople have labored over with 
such care number nearly 12,000. 
Each year, nine plum varieties come 
into riotous bloom, beginning with the 
Nankou variety in March, followed by 
the Nanaore, the Shirakaga, the 
Oshuku and others. Finally between 
late May and July, the trees become 
laden with green fruit. This is when 
farm families are busiest, harvesting 
the plums, drying and pickling them 
and processing them into plum jam. 

　This is how plums from Oyama-
machi have come to be known as 
“Green Diamonds,” and Yumehibiki is 
made with one of those varieties, the 
Oshuku plum. Premium Yumehibiki is 
produced by transferring plum wine 
that has been aged for three years to 
used white oak whiskey barrels, where 
it is allowed to ripen further. The 
lingering aroma of malt enhances the 
sweet-tart flavor of the plums, while 
the refreshing pungency of the white 
oak imparts an elegant, rich finish. 
The result is a subtle, flavorful plum 
wine that might even be called 

sensual. 
 　Even the name of the Oshuku plum 
has romantic origins. During the 
mid-Heian Period, the plum tree on 
the grounds of the Seiryo-den (the 
Emperor’s palace in Kyoto) had died, 
and it was decided that a tree would 
be moved from the gardens of Ki no 
Naishi, daughter of the famous poet 
and courtier Ki no Tsurayuki. On a 
branch of that tree she tied a waka, or 
poem, which read “Although this plum 
tree is being moved at the request of 
His Imperial Majesty, I wonder where 
the bush warbler that kept its nest in 
this tree each year will keep its nest 
now?” Upon reading this poem, the 
Emperor is said to have returned the 
plum tree. Oshuku is written with the 
characters for “bush warbler” and 
“shelter.” 
 　When the plum trees are in full 
flower, the bush warbler can be seen 
hopping from branch to branch among 
the blossoms, its beautiful song 
echoing among the hills as it stops to 
rest. Produced among such tranquil 
scenery, diligently nurtured by the 
farmers of Oyama-machi, these plums 
become Yumehibiki, a premium-quality 
plum wine.

Made with Oshuku 
plums patiently nurtured 
by contract farmers, 
this plum wine is slowly 
matured in white oak 
barrels. 

Contents: 500ml
Alcohol: 20％
Price:  3,333 yen (excl. tax) (With wrapping cloth)
Ingredients: Oshuku plums from Oyama, brewed alcohol, syrup

　Shiny gree
n plums are t
he product of 
lovingly nurtu
red trees.

Use of the Finest Plums Brings 
Acclaim at Competition 
Overseas
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AirEngine by Balmuda:
An Air Cleaning Device that Even Removes PM2.5 

A i r E n g i n e

Photograph: Satoru Naito  Text: JQR 

AirEngine is a dependable guard against a wide range of indoor particulates that can travel deep into your body without 
your knowledge and threaten your health. For details, please contact Balmuda (0120-686-717 (toll free) http://www.
balmuda.com/jp/)

The first thing I noticed in the corner of 
this air cleaner’s upper panel was a 
small round button with an airplane 
drawn on it. Why an airplane? I couldn’t 
establish a connection between 
airplanes and air cleaners. When I 
pressed it, this white apparatus 
activated its “jet cleaning mode”, 
sucking up the surrounding air and then 
thrusting it out and up straight to the 
ceiling, producing howling sounds like a 
jet turbine. The whole phenomenon 
looked like a small tornado had 
emerged out of nowhere. It works like 
this: the air that is driven up to the 
ceiling by the powerful force of the top 
fan slowly travels down along the walls 
and is brought in again to the machine 
by the bottom fan, ad infinitum. In a 
nutshell, the machine circulates air in a 
continuous motion, and removes 
airborne impurities by allowing air to 
pass through its interior filter repeatedly.  
Dust and other fine particulates find 
their way indoors through the smallest 
of openings, as no house is airtight. 
They may be invisible to the human 
eye, but you can see them when you 
wipe your table and discover how dirty 

the cloth gets. These microscopic 
particles can be exhaust fumes from 
vehicles and factories, dust from 
construction sites, and pollen, as well 
as dust storms traveling from China, 
which are known as “Yellow Sand.” Of 
particular concern is fine particulate 
matter smaller than 2.5 micrometers, 
commonly known as PM2.5.

Japanese cryptomeria pollen is about 
30 micrometers in diameter. Yellow 
Sand is about 5 micrometers. Compared 
to them, PM2.5, which is the term used 
to describe particles of 2.5 micrometers 
or less, is extremely small. In fact, many 
of the particles in the PM2.5 group 
measure around 0.3 micrometers and 
are easily inhaled and accumulated in 
the body, triggering respiratory and 
cardiovascular problems. We are told of 
this health risk but tend to ignore it on 
account of the particles’ invisibility. Let’
s face it: lots of PM2.5 particles are 
floating around indoors as well.
The key feature of the AirEngine air 
cleaner is its dual fan structure – one to 
bring air in and the other to expel it. 
The two fans work in tandem to release 
up to 10,000 liters of filtered air every 
minute. The AirEngine creates dynamic 
air circulation like an air circulator, 
allowing it to draw in and filter 
particulates that manage to reach 

indoors.  The filter boasts extremely 
high removal performance. When tested 
in a residential room of about 25 square 
meters (260 square feet), it had a 
capture rate of over 90% for airborne 
particles of 2.5 micrometers in 19 
minutes and over 90% for airborne 
particles of 0.1 micrometer in 29 
minutes.  
The cylindrical filter, called the 360° 
Enzyme Filter, efficiently filters the air 
that comes in from all four surfaces. 
Made of activated carbon, the 
honeycomb structure of the filter 
effectively absorbs odors and 
accelerates their decomposition into 
water and carbon dioxide. For added 
peace of mind, Balmuda uses special 
technology to coat the fibers of the filter 
with a bacteriolytic enzyme, which 
deactivates viruses, mildews and molds 
on contact. 

This air cleaner with 
two fans powerfully 
moves air and traps 
harmful airborne 
particles in the process.

Powerful enough to 
attract larger, heavier 
particles 

AirEngine

「AirEngine」
Dimensions: 250mm (W) ×250mm (D) ×700mm (H) 
Weight: 8.0Kg 
Power Requirement: AC100V, 50/60Hz
Price: 47,429 yen (+tax) 

The dual-fan structure releases up 
to 10,000 liters of filtered air from th
e top of the cleaner.  AirEngine als
o acts as an air circulator.  

*AirEngine was conceptualized and designed in Japan. 

The minimalist 
design does not 
clash with any r
oom décor. 

The filter cleaning sign flashes after 500 
hours of continuous operation. Use a va
cuum cleaner to clean the surface of the 
filter. For efficient operation, the filter s
hould be replaced every year.  
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