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XBA-4SL  RRP ¥30,975

Sony XBA-4SL  

An internal structure consisting of four 
units in a cross configuration and a 
combination of hard and soft materials 
dampens excess vibration, allowing for 
crystal-clear sound in the mid-and-
upper frequencies.

● Inquiries to Sony Shopping Desk　0120-777-886

The XBA-4SL comes with a 
specially-designed leather case and 
cord adjuster, plus earpieces (S, M, 
L) with excellent sound insulating 
properties in addition to the usual 
hybrid earpieces (SS, S, M, L).
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2012 marks thirty-three years 
since the advent of the Sony 
Walkman brought with it the 
freedom to enjoy music anywhere. 
The Walkman made it possible for 
people to live a lifestyle with 
musical accompaniment, and 
today there are many who spend 
their whole day immersed in 
music.
Since the birth of the Walkman, 
headphones have been in a 
constant state of evolution. Ideally 
they should offer audio quality on 
a par with live sound, but also be 
comfortable. 
In its quest for these qualities, 
Sony has worked tirelessly over 
the years to improve its 
headphone options. A milestone 
in this pursuit of aural excellence 
has been the development of the 
company's XBA-4SL stereo ear 
receiver, which launched late last 
year.
In simple terms, the XBA-4SL 

consists of four speakers covering 
different frequency ranges, 
installed in compact earbuds. 
Most will wonder, is such a trick 
really possible?
To achieve this, Sony first of all 
developed a compact driver unit 
employing the same balanced 
armature (BA) technology used in 
hearing aids. Despite their 
compact size, BA driver 
headphones provide superlative 
sound reproduction in the mid and 
high frequencies—including those 
used in voices—and Sony refined 
the technology further to enable 
sound to carry extremely well in 
the middle register. Having thus 
done the groundwork, the 
company's next objective was to 
develop BA driver units for the low 
and high frequency ranges. The 
successful mounting of these four 
units in the XBA-4SL allows each 
to independently cover the 
frequencies for which it is best 
suited. The result is a smooth, 
intense sound experience across 
all registers. 
Vocals and so on are reproduced 
by the main, or full range, unit. A 

tweeter specializing in the top 
register transmits delicate sounds 
to this unit. The result is a 
sensation of being right on the 
spot listening to live sound. The 
vital lower registers are served by 
two units, a woofer and super-
woofer. Because the XBA-4SL 
can reproduce even the very 
lowest tones, which were 
unobtainable with previous in-ear 
headphones, listeners can savor 
realistic sound not only with music 
but also for things like movie 
sound effects and deep male 
voices. 
One thing is certain: the arrival of 
XBA-4SL headphones takes 
experiencing music to a whole 
new level. 

Top-quality headphones
featuring earpieces
with in-built quad speakers


